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OF  WILD  SPORTS  IN  THE  WEST. 
And  Life   in  the   Backwoods. 
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^€Jo  Ahead"  Reader.'' 


My  printer  tells  nie  how  my  Almanac  has  gone  ahead  like  a 
steamboat,  and  has  been  introduced  into  the  first  semicircles  in 
the  United  States.  I  had  no  idee  when  I  first  begun  to  write 
for  the  public  that  I  should  have  such  luck.  I  begin  to  think 
I've  hit  on  the  right  track,  and  so  I  keep  on.  I  don't  doubt  ] 
shall  not  only  be  able  to  tree  a  little  change,  but  also  a  little 
fame  into  the  bargain.  It  is'nt  every  member  of  Congress 
ihat  knows  how  to  oM^/ionse  as  well  as  to  speechify.  And 
[remains  to  be  larnt  whether  1  shall  go  down  to  posteriors  with 
the  most  credit  as  a  Congressman,  or  a  writer.  Although  1 
like  moony  nights  for  hunting  yet  I'le  be  shot  if  I  node  how  to 
calculate  the  time  of  the  moon's  rising  and  setting.  So  I  got 
a  very  great  Gastronomer  to  do  it  for  me.  I  spose  my  readers 
want  to  know  how  I've  passed  my  time  the  last  year  when  at 
home.  I've  built  a  new  tan-yard,  near  my  house  for  the  pur 
pose  of  tanning  alligator's  skins,  which  my  wife  is  making  up 
nto  under  shirts  for  the  young  ladies.  Reader  I  must  now 
bid  you  good-bye,  and  may  God  bless  i/ou^for  I  canH. 

Entered  according  to  the  Act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1835, 
by  Davy  Crockett,  in  the  Clerk's  office  of  the  District  Court 
of  Tennessee. 


Eclipses  in  1834. 

There  will  be  four  Eclipses  this  year,  two  of  the. Sun  and  two  of  the 
p^ooi),  in  the  following  order  : 

L  TJ^ie  first  will  be  of  the  Moon,  May  1st,  in  the  morning",  visible. 

Begins,  2h.     23m.  ^      Apparent     T Quantity  Eclipsed,  4  1-2 

Middle,  oh.     25m.  V-  or  <  Digits    on    the    Moon*s 

End,  4h.     28m.  j    Solar  Time.    C. south  limb. 

II.  The  second  will  be  of  the  Sun,  May  15th,  in  the  morning,  visible. 

Begins,  7h.     32m.  "^    Annarpnt   CQuantity   Eclipsed,  8  1-3 

Greatest  Obscurity,  8h.     42m.  J.  -a-PParent    ^  ,^j^.^^  ^^  ^^^  g^^,^  ^^^^^ 

Ends,  lOh.     10m.  3       ^^^^-       (.I'mb. 

III.  The  third  will  be  of  the  Moon,  at  the  time  of  the  full  in  October. 

rv.  The  fourth  and  last,  will  be  of  the  Sun,  November  8th,  at  about 
nine  P.  M,  invisible. 

CHRONOLOGICAL  CYCLES. 


Dominical  Letter,  BCIEpact,      -     .     -    12 
Lunar  Cycle,  -     -  ISlSolar  Cycle,  -     -    25 


Roman  Indiction,  -    9 
Julian  JJe/iQd^  ^  6549 


SPRING  SIONS. 

•f»  Aries, 
y   Taurus, 
n  Gemini, 


scAimeV  signs!  autumn  signs. 
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^  Leo.  *•   ^' Sfcorpio." 
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WINTER  SIGNS. 

VJ  Capricorn  us, 
*^  Aquarius. 
^  \V]shef. 
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Tke  Boat  Race.  3 

I  was  ORce  going  down  the  IVlississippy  in  a  small  boat,  and 
no  sooner  had  J  got  along  to  the  water's  edge,  and  was  just 
about  stepping  into  my  canoe,  when  a  great  strapping  Yankee 
who  was  at  least  seven  foot  high,  and  as  broad  between  the  two 
eyes  as  a  New-Orleans  cat-fish,  shoved  his  boat  alongside  ol^ 
mine,  and  says  he,  "  1  lay  you  half  that's  in  my  pack  that  I'll 
beat  you  half  way  in  rowing  five  mile."  Says  1  *'  Stranger,  1 
don't  know  who  you  be,  but  if  you  beat  me  a  rowing,  I'll  give 
you  leave  to  lick  me  afterwards,  if  you  can  !"  He  was  very 
anxious  for  me  to  bet  with  him,  and-,  at  last,  1  hauled  out  a  five 
dollar  note,  and  hove  it  down — he  glared  at  it  as  if  he  wanted 
lo  snatch  it  up  right  away,  but  J  kept  my  foot  on  it;  and  we 
set  a  day  for  the  race.  So  what  does  I  do,  but  set  a  trap  for  a 
wild-cat,  and  next  morning  there  was  a  big  fellow  in  it.  Well, 
I  had  him  conveyed  to  the  spot  where  we  were  to  start  from, 
and  covered  him  over  with  boughs  and  leaves,  and  there  he  lav- 
as snug  as  a  run-away  nigger  in  a  cane-brake.  Such  a  sight 
of  people  as  got  together  to  see  the  boat-race,  you  never  seed 
before  in  your  life.  Well,  I  had  one  end  of  a  line  made  fast 
to  the  head  of  my  boat^  and  itjun  along  underwater,  and  led 
to  the  place  where  the  wild-cat  was  kept,  and  seized  on  to  the 
end  of  his  tail.  A  little  nigger  was  there  with  a  sharp  knife. 
The  Yankee  ranged  up  his  boat  abreast  of  mine  in  fine  style. 
He  had  stripped  himself  naked  to  the  waist,  and  looked,  for  all 
ihe  world,  like  a  barked  tree.  He  had  oiled  his  wrists  with 
skunk's  grease  to  make  them  limber  for  rowing,  and  had  his 
ears  gUied  to  his  head,  so  that  they  couldn't  hold  any  wind,  as 
it  blowed  up  stream.  In  a  minute  the  word  was  given  to  start. 
The  htile  nigger  cut  loose  the  wild-cat,  and  he  popped  out 
from  the  pen  like  an  ingun  uncovering,  and  he  went  like  a  streak 
o'lightning  down  shore— my  canoe  went  through  the  water  arter 
a  sort  that  left  the  Yankee 'out  of  sight,  when  I  reached  the  end 
of  the  race.  I  cut  my  line,  und  let  the  wild-cat  go.  So  I 
went  back  and  met  the  Yankee  half  way.  He  rather  refused 
to  pay  the  wager,  sayijig  that  I  had  not  dealt  honorable,  hu\ 
when  he  seed  me  sharpening  my  thumb  nail  on  a  whetstone, 
and  twisting  my  forefinger  into  the  right  turn  for  playing  with 
liis  hair,  he  thought  best  to  hand  over,  and  own  himself  served 
up  by  a  Kentuckiao.. 


Good  October  a  good  blast, 

To  blow  the  bos;  acorn,  and  mast. 


ij  Adam  Iliielsniaii^g  Flgiit  witli  a  i^anther. 

Early  one  raornins;,  my  neighbor  Adam  Huntsman,  who  run 
M^'rn  me  for  Coiiomss  the  Inst  election,  wns    going  through  the 
v'oods  v^'here   he  knowed   tiiere  was  a  smnrt  chance  of  be-us, 
with  three  do^s  which  he  knowed  was  a  match  for  their  weight 
in   bears   anv  dnv.     Their   names  was   Black  Hawk,  Jacksofi, 
md  Grovvler.     Jackson  vras   ahead    as   usual,  and   tother  two 
do5»s  was   running   along  belnnd  their  master^as  usual.     Pres- 
ently he  heard  Jackson  making  a  tarnal  strange  noise.     Twant 
IS  if  he  had  s:ot  hold  on  a  bear,  for  he  made  a  bigger  fuss  than 
wer  he  did  for  any  bear  that  evpr  he  seed.     So  Bluck  Hawk 
md  Growler  looked   up  and   listened  a  minute,  and  then  they 
veie  off  in  no  time.     Adam  thought  it  was  about  time  for  him 
■o  be  off  too,  as  there  was  no  knowing  whaT  farnal  critter  they 
had  got  a  scent  of.     Well,  he  went   ahead   as   much  as  half  a 
mile,  and  didn't  see  nothing  till  he  come  to  a  bit  of  a  clearing, 
where  was  a  big  tree  with  two  big  branches  growing  out  of  the 
trunk,  and  right  in  tl>e  crotch  was  the   biggest  painter  that  you 
ever  seed,  and  the  dogs  was  howling  and  barking  most  beauti- 
Tul.     Adam   hadn't  got  no  kind  of  weppun  with   him  only  a 
pistol,  so  he  saw  he  must  come  alongside  the  varmint  right  off. 
He  goes  up  and  gets' hold  on   trie  pah':ler'!  {Z\  tt  one"  J::^":1,i 
:ind  with  the  other  he  got  a  blizzard  with  his  pistol,  and  bit  iiim 
'"  A^t  ^^^^'     "^^^^  "^^^^  ^^^®  varmint  as  ?-nad  as  a  sklinw.d  eel, 
and  he  looped  right  down  in  the  midst  of  the  dogs.     Growler 
caught   him   by  the  nose,  but  he  op  with  his  fore  paws   and 
^nocked   him  a  rod.     Jackson   and  Black   Hawk  dove  at   his 
throat,  but  he  grabbed  Jackson  by  one  ear  and  took  it  clear  off. 
Adam  never  felt  so  in  his  life,  for  the  pesky  varmint  rolled  up  his 
jes  jke  a  duck  in  a  thunder  squall.    And' whni  was  worse,  the 
dogs  began  to  look  astonished.     Adam  told  them  to  go  ahead 
once  more,  and  he  loaded  his  pistol  again  a*  the  same  time,  but 
no  sooner  had  the  dogs   j.imped  at  the  painter  than  they  were 
rolling  belly  up  amongst  the  leaves,  and  yelling  like  seven  torna- 
does.     He   then    inade   a   spring  right   at  Adam,  and   Adam 
looked  roimd   for  a  fair  shake  to  nm,  when  Jackson  caught  the 
critter  by  the  tail.     When  the  varmint  felt  him  banging  to  his 
tail,  he  darted  right  up  a  tree,  and- Adam  right  arter  hun  and 
caught  him  by  the  tail   and  give  him   the  whole  charge  in  his 
tarnal  profile,  which  brought  him  to  the   eround  as  dead  as  a 
sign  post. 


i(  the  Partridge  had  but  the  Woodcocks  thigh, 
It  would  be  the  best  bird  that  ever  did  fly. 


Adam  Huntsiiiaii's  Tight 
with  a  Panther. 


'^>, 


O         At  Com  If  u§kisig  frolic  in  Ohio. 

1  had  some  fine  sport  at  a  Corn  Husking  in  Ohio  a  few  years 
since.  The  fashion  of  a  husking  is  this :  The  corn  was 
heaped  up  into  a  sort  of  hillock  close  to  the  granary,  on  which 
the  young  Ohionians  and  *'  Buckeys"  (the  lasses  of  Oliio  are 
all  called  "  Buckeys")  seated  themselves  in  pairs ;  while  the 
old  vYives,  and  old  farmers  were  posted  armmd,  doing  little,  but 
talking  much.  Now  the  laws  of  corn  husking  are,  that  for  each 
red  ear  that  a  youth  finds  he  is  entitled  to  exact  a  kiss  from  his 
partner.  There  were  two  or  three  young  Irishmen  in  the 
group,  and  I  could  observe  the  "young  rogues"  kissing  half  a 
dozen  times  on  the  same  ear.  Each  of  them  laid  a  red  ear 
close  by  him,  and  after  every  two  or  three  he'd  husk  up,  he'd 
hold  the  redoubtable  red  one  to  the  astonished  eyes  of  the  gig- 
ling  lass  who  sate  beside  him,  and  inflicted  the  penalty.  The 
Gude  Wives"  marvelled  much  at  the  unprecedented  number  of 
red  which  that  lot  contained,  and  by  and  by  they  thought  it  "  a 
kind  of  curious"  that  the  Irishmen  should  find  so  many  of  them. 
At  length  the  cheat  was  discovered  amidst  roars  of  laughter. 
The  old  folks  said  the  lads  were  wide  awake — and  the  "  buck- 
eyes" said  there  was.no  being  up  to  the  plaguey  Irish  '*  no  kow," 
for  they  would  always  have  their  own  way.  But  the  mischief 
©f  it  was,  the  "  Young  Americans"  took  the  hint,  and  the  poor 

buckeyes"  got  nothing  like  fair  play  the  whole  evening.  All 
agreed  that  there  was  more  laughing  and  more  kissing  done  at 
that  than  had  been  known  at  any  corn  husking  frolic  since  the 

Decleration." 

Crockett's  Fig^ht  with  a  €at-Fish. 

There  is  one  of  my  young  scrapes  (hat  has  never  yet  ap- 
peared in  print,  and  I  think  I  might  as  well  give  it  to  the  reader 
in  this  place.  , 

I  cut  out  one  morning  to  go  over  the  Mississippi  en  business 
that  concerns  nobody  but  myself.     I  shoved  off  my  canoe  and 
had  paddled  into  the  middle  of  the  stream,  when  a  monstratious 
great  Cat-Fish,  better  known  by  the  name  of  a  Mississippi 
Lawyer,  came  swimming  along  close  under  the  bows  of  my 
boat.     1  tied  a  rope  around  my  middle,  at  one  end  of  it  was  a 
fishing  spear,  and  I  soon  got  a  chance  to  dart  it  into  the  varmint 
He  ran  and  I  hauled,  and  it  whirled  my  canoe  round  and  round| 
like  a  car-wheel  on  a  railroad.     I  concluded  to  stand  up  to  m[ 
rack,  and  I  couldn't  very  well  help  it,  seeing  that  one  end  o 
the  rope  was  made  fast  to  my  middle.     At  last  on  account  o 
his  giving  one  end  of  the  line  a  tremendous  kick  with  his  tail, 
and  partly  on  account  of  the  eanoe  slipping  away  from  underl 
me,  I  went  souse  into  the  W8ter.     The  cat-fish  at  the  same 


Crockett  coiiiiii§:  to  the  surface  alter 
his  il^lit  with  the  Cat-fish. 


time  seized  the  slack  of  my  breeches  with  his  teeth  and  tore 
them  clear  off  me.  1  didn't  care  much  for  that,  as  it  was  easier 
swimming  without  them.  So  I  drew  out  my  knife,  and  when 
the  fish  came  up  and  made  a  pass  at  my  throat  with  his  open 
(nouth,  I  stabbed  out  one  of  his  eyes.  That  made  liim  plunge, 
but  as  he  was  going  down  I  grabbed  him  by  the  tail,  and  went 
down  with  him  till  I  touched  bottom  with  one  foot.  All  this 
lime  the  spear  remained  in  the  plaguy  varmint,  and  while  under 
water,  I  come  across  a  sawyer  that  was  sticking  up  ;  I  took  a 
turn  with  my  line  around  this  sawyer,  and  the  fish  was  brought 
up  all  standing.  So  he  come  at  me  again,  and  I  manoeuvred 
10  get  on  the  blind  side  of  him — but  he  could  see  better  under 
water  than  I  could,  though  he  had  but  one  eye  left,  and  he 
turnad  short  upon  me  just  as  I  was  about  stabbing  him  to  the 
heart.  I  then  clinched  right  round  his  body,  and  rammed  one 
arm  down  his  throat,  while  1  tried  to  stab  him  widi  the  other 
hand — then  I  tell  you  the  fire  flew.  I  never  see  a  fellow  kick, 
bite  and  scratch  as  he  did.  I  had  been  under  water  a  pretty 
good  long  while,  and  there  was  a  ringing  in  my  ears  thirt  warned 
me  to  finish  my  job  as  soon  as  I  could.  *'I  tell  you  there's  no 
quarter  to  be  given,"  said  I  to  the  fish,  perceiving  him  to  grow 
a  little  faintish.  With  that  he  fell  to  fighting  again,  and  1  be- 
lieve he  would  have  scratched  my  bones  bare,  if  I  had  not  got 
a  chance  to  shove  my  knife  to  the  hilt  in  his  belly.  I  then  cut 
my  line,  and  rose  to  the  surface  pretty  well  fagged  out.  Arter 
[  had  rested  a  spell,  I  dove  down  and  tied  a  line  to  the  fish  and 
bftuled  up  his  corpse.     It  measured  twelve  feet  in  length. 


!§        A  Party  of  Munteris  on  a  Prairie  dur- 
ing: a  Thunder  l^torm. 

In  crossing  a  prairie  of  nnoderate  extent,  rendered  little  bet- 
ier  than  a  slippery  bog  by  the  recent  showers,  we  were  over- 
taken by  a  violent  thunder  gust.  The  rain  canne  rattling  upon 
us  in  torrents,  and  spattered  up  like  steam  along  the  ground ; 
the  whole  landscape  was  suddenly  wrapped  in  gloom,  tliat  gave 
a  vivid  effect  to  the  intense  sheets  of  lightning,  wijile  the  thunder 
seeaied  to  burst  over  our  heads,  and  was  reverberated  by  the 
groves  and  forests  that  chequered  and  skirted  the  prairie.  Alan 
and  beast  were  so  pelted,  drenched,  and  confounded  that  the 
line  was  thrown  in  complete  confusion;  some  af  the  horses 
were  so  frightened  as  to  be  almost  unmanageable,  and  our  scat 
tered  cavalcade  looked  like  a  tempest-tossed  fleet,  driving  hither 
and  thither,  at  the  mercy  of  wind  and  wave. 

At  length,  at  half  past  two  o'clock,  we  came  to  a  halt,  and, 
2;athering  together  our  forces,  encamped  in  an  open  grove  oj 
lofty  trees,  with  a  prairie  on  one  side  and  a  stream  on  the  other. 
The  forest  immediately  rang  with  the  sound  of  tiie  axe,  and 
the  crash  of  falling  trees.  Huge  fires  were  soon  bl:!zini^:| 
blankets  were  stretched  before  them,  by  way  of  tents;  booii.ji 
were  hastily  reared  of  bark  and  skins;  every  fire  had  its  group! 
drawn  close  around  it,  drying  and  warming  themselves,  or  j)it-j 
paring  a  comfortable  meal.  | 

The  showers  continued  from  time  to  time  until  late  in  thej 
evening.  As  the  night  thickened,  the  huge  fires  beca?^'.e  more 
and  mofre  luminous,  lighting  up  masses  of  the  overhariging  fo!i-i 
age,  and  leaving  other  parts  of  the  grove  in  deep  gloom.  Tht  | 
grove  thus  fitfully  lighted  up  by  the  ruddy  glare  of  the  fires, j 
resembled  a  vast  leafy  dome,  walled  in  by  opaqu«  d.irkdess ;; 
but  every  now  and  then  two  or  three  quivering  flashes  oi"  liglit- 
ning,  in  quick  succession,  would  suddenly  reveal  a  vast  cham-| 
paign  country,  where  fields  and  forests,  and  running  streams,! 
would  start,  as  it  were,  into  existence  for  a  few  brief  seconds, j 
and,  before  the  eye  could  ascertain  them,  vanish  again  into 
gloom.  A  thunder  storm  on  a  prairie,  as  upon  the  ocean,  de- 
rives grandeur  and  sublimity  from  the  wild  and  boundless  waste 
over  which  it  rages  and  bellows. 


A  Broad  Horn  is  a  flat  bottomed  boat,  or,  mere  rafc,  wirh    sides  and  a! 
roof;  but  is  more   roomy  than  a  keel  boat,    if  wt-ll  built   and  tig-ht, 
'ndeed  they  mostly  are.     An  immense  oar  is  placed  on  the   roof  on  each' 
side  near  the  bow,  (which  has  given  them  the  name  of  "broad  horns,'  ! 
and  another  at  the  stern.     These   are  used  only  to  direct   the   coui-se  o 
the  flat  which  is  allowed  to  float  with  the  current.     When  arrived  at  it 
place  of  destination  it  is  pulled  to  pieces  and  sold  for  lumber. 


mi6. 


JANUARY,  FIRST  MONTH.  [31  days. 


\\alk  now  among-  the  forest  trees — 

Saidst  thoii  that  they  were  stript  and  bare? 
Kucli  luavy  boug-h  i«  bending*  down 
^Vith  -nowy  leaves  anci  flowers — the  crown 
VVIi  ch  Whiter  reg^D)  doth  wear. 


<  1  Dvs 
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Full  -Moon,  ;J  d3y,8h.  2()m.  M. 
Last  Quarter,  11th  day  llh.46m. 


M. 


I  MOON'S  PHASES. 

New  Moon,18th  day,  3h.  44m   M. 
[First  Quarter  25th day,  lOh.  Im.  M. 


Suis,         I     Sun 
'•ises.  sets.  \  slmo. 


Moon  [  Moon  I  High  I       Asj)i:cLs, 
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1836. 


FEBRUARY,  SECOND  MONTH.         [29  days. 


The  sun  peeps  through  the  window-pane, 
Which  children  mark  with  laughing  eye, 

And  in  the  wet  street  steal  again, 
To  tell  each  other  Spring  is  nigh. 


ASTRONOMICAL  CALCULATIONS. 

. 
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°      '  1  Days.    °      '1  Days.  1  °      '  1  Days. 
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MOON'S  PHASES. 
Full  Moon,  2d  day,  2h.  5m.  A. 
Last  Quark^r,  9th  day,  9h.  8m.  A. 


i  MOON'S  PHASES. 

New  Moon,  16th  day,  3h.  33m.  A. 
I  First  Quarter,  24th  day,,  7h.  2ra.  M. 


I       Sun        I 
I  rises,  sets.  \ 
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slow. 


I  Moonl   Moon 
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1S36. 


MARCH,  THIRD  MONTH. 


[31  days. 


The  little  brooks  run  on  in  light, 

As  if  they  had  a  chace  of  mirth  ; 
The  skies  are  blue,  the  air  is  warm^ 
Our  very  liearls  have  caught  ti>e  charm 
That  sheds  a  beauty  ovt  r  earth. 


ASTRONOMICAL  CALCULATIONS. 
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MOON'S  PH.\SES. 
Full  Moon,  3d  day,5h.  8m.  M. 
Last  quarter,  10th  day,  4h.  40m.  M. 


MOON'S  PHASES. 
New  Moon,  17th  day,  4h.  20ra.  M. 
First  Ciaarlei-,  25th  dav,  3h.  40m.  M. 


f  Moon  I  Hig/t  I      Aspects, 
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The  methodist  Parison  and  his  Eels. 

A  Methodist  parson  was  once  travelling  in  our  parts,  and  he 
put  up  at  a  log  house  in  the  woods,  where  there  was  a  woman 
of  his  way  of  thinking.  So  them  two  fell  to  religionizing  fo 
two  or  three  hours  ;  when,  at  last,  he  fetched  a  sigh,  and  said 
how  he  wished  he  was  on  the  sea  board  where  he  could  have 
I  fresh  mess  of  eels  for  his  supper.  So  she  says  right  away 
you  can  have  eels  ready  in  less  time  thaa  skinning  a  badger, 
t"  you  want,'  and  out  she  run    to    get   him    some    for   supper 

noises  ihat  h* 
s'-tmebof-iv  was 
playing  dice,  for  he  heard  a  tremendous  rattling^  iis  if  a  dozei* 
tn^n  were  shaking  dice  boxes  at  once.  Al  last  be  got  up  anr; 
went  out  to  see  what  it  meant,  intending  to  preach  iiieni  i\  sar 
mont  against  gambling,  when  what  shoiiid  hi'  spe:  b'U  liis  hind-n 
hidy  with  a  big  knotted  club   in  Ijer  iiand  h:jiti:r!:iiio.i})«;  a  flozenj] 

:d  i\vi^^^:ii•  urojtiii  her  in  a'" 


1 

While  she  was  out  the  minister  heard    strange 

fiid'nt  know  what  to  make    on.      He    thouglit 


rattle  snakes  tUal  w^r?  ^qcirrwi 
manner  of  shapes  and  fashins. 
a:  her  w 


hen  she    df)diiA^(]    Hiin,  niul 


Oiie  big  fellow  fetched   a 


Bush  lEels.  12 

neck  that  was  about  to  spring  on  lier.  The  minister  iliouglit 
she  was  in  great  danger,  and  got  hold  of  a  slick  to  help  her. 
*Don't  worry  yourself,  holy  sir,'  said  she,  *you  go  into  the  house 
and  write  out  your  sarmont,  and  leave  me  to  get  your  supper/ 
*Supper  !'  cried  he,  4  don't  understand  you  !' 
*Did'nt  you  order  eels?'  said  she,  'and  aint  I  a  preparing  a 
nest  of  the  varmints,  as  fast  as  I  can  r' 

The  minister  flung  down  his  club,  and  run  right  ofF,  and 
never  stopped  till  he  got  hoir.e  again.  He  told  all  the  brethren 
it  was  no  use  to  go  into  Keniucky  to  preach,  the  very  women 
sarved  up  rattle  snakes  for  supper. 

The  reason  I  did'nt  speechify   ui  Cong^ress 
the  last  ^Winter. 

I  spose  1  owe  some  apology  for  not  making  more  stir  in 
Congress  last  winter,  but  the  fact  is  that  I  iiad  treed  a  ton- 
founded  cold  by  sleeping,  in  the  same  room  with  n  damn  trav- 
eller, while  in  Washington.  My  throat  and  jiiws  were  so  ex 
flupctoficated  ivitli  the  infit'enza  that  I  even  snored  lioaric.  I 
was  also  suffering  from  a  bile  tliat  I  rect.ived  from  a  tame  bear 
which  mv  ^ife  keeps  in  her  dressing  foolh  to  scralcii  her 
back  when  it  itches. 


A  Missoiiriaia's  opinion  ef  his  Meiijhfoor, 

Jedediah  Crawfish  was  very  fond  of  his  neighbor's  wife,  and 
went  with  his  friend  EInathan  to  see  her  one  afternoon.  Jed- 
ediah went  up  stairs  and  left  EInathan  below  to  watch.  Pres- 
ently the  husband  came  home,  and  greeted  EInathan  cor- 
dially. He  told  him  that  he  had  long  suspected  Jedediah 
of  improper  tenderness  towards  his  wife,  and  said,  *As  yon 
are  his  intimate  friend,  you  may  tell  me  whether  you  think 
he  is  guilty.' 

'I  have  known  my  frienfl  Crawfish  for  twenty  years,'  replied 
EInathan,  *and  would  not  be  afraid  to  stake  my  head  tliat  he 
is  above  doing  a  bad  action.' 


JBscape  of  a  Moj. 

On  one  occasion,  several  hunters  were  chased  by  a  grizzly 
bear  who  was  rapidly  gaining  upon  them.  A  boy  of  the  party, 
who  conld  not  run  so  fast  as  his  conipanious,  perceiving  the 
bear  very  near  him,  fell  with  liis  face  towards  the  ground. 
The  bear  reared  up  on  his  hind  feet,  stood  for  a  mom  (  n  an 
then  hounded  over  him  in  pur?uit  of  the  n^ore  distant  f  i  riiiw 


CROCKSTX  9 


14]  The  £arly  Bays,  I^oTe  and  €oiirti§hlp  of 
Ben  Harding'^  I?Ienaiber  or  €ongrft*ess  from 
lientucky,  as  related  to  €oI<,  Crockett  by 
himseir. 

As  the  public  seems  to  be  very  anxious  to  hear  all  about 
my  friend  Colonel  Crockett,  I  don't  see  no  reason  why  I  should 
not  make  some  stir  in  the  world  too,  as  we  are  both  members 
if  Congress.  I  have  long  had  an  intention  to  wrile  my  life, 
ind  tell  about  the  wild  varmints  that  I  have  killed,  and  hovr  1 
^ot  to  be  elected  meniber  of  Congress,  and  all  that.  1 
.vas  born  in  Kentucky  and  there's  where  I  was  reared.  1 
knowed  how  to  handle  a  rifle  before  I  was  five  years  old,  and 
•gouged  out  four  eyes  before  I  was  sixteen.  I  bit  off  a  fellow's 
nose  on  the  same  day  that  I  come  of  age,  and  waded  a  river 
when  1  was  twenty-five.  Wheal  was  about  twelve  years  old, 
ny  parents  sent  me  to  school.  It  was  none  of  my  seeking, 
for  1  could  never  see  any  use  in  laming.  A  man  can  kill  an 
alligator  without  laming  ;  he  can  tree  a  bear  without  laming  ; 
and  lick  his  enemy  without  laming — so  that  a  great  deal  of 
time  is  thrown  away  by  going  to  school,  when  a  boy  might  be 
employing  his  time  to  better  purpose.  Well,  the  schoolmaster 
was  a  young  tlirt  that  had  got  his  eddycation  in  some  big  city 
and  then  cut  out  to  the  backwoods  to  make  his  fortin  by  keep 
ing  school.  He  went  all  round  to  the  parents  of  the  chidren 
(o  ax  them  for  their  custom,  and  the  old  folks  was  mighty  glad 
to  get  him,  but  the  boys  looked  at  him  like  he  had  been  a  wild 
varmint,  for  they  knowed  he  would  keep  'em  in  the  house  when 
diey  wanted  to  be  out  of  doors  a  hunting.  So  me  and  two 
other  boys  set  out  to  go  to  his  school  though  we  did'nt  mean 
to  take  any  of  his  lip,  for  ary  one  of  us  could  double  up  two 
such  fellows  any  minute.  But  we  packed  off  to  please  the 
old  folks.  The  school  house  was  a  little  log  house  not  more 
than  twelve  foot  square,  by  the  side  of  a  large  clearing.  We 
went  in  and  found  about  forty  boys  there,  and  ten  gals.  All 
the  boys  had  brought  their  rifles  and  butcher  knives  with  them, 
so  that  if  they  got  a  chance  to  take  a  blizzard  at  any  thing  on 
the  way,  they  might  improve  the  lime.  We  all  set  down  on 
the  benches,  and  the  master  began  to  ax  us  all  round  about  our 
knowledge  in  laming,  and  when  we  telled  him  we  did'nt  know 
r^ur  letters,  he  looked  at  us  as  spiteful  as  if  we  had  been  bear's 
;  cub's,  and  said  we  was  as  ignorant  as  savages.  We  looked 
rather  striped  at  this,  for  every  one  in  our  parts  hated  the  sava- 
ges as  we  did  pison.  But  we  did'nt  make  any  answer,  for  we 
wanted  to  sea  how  fur  he  would  go  for   to   provoke   us.     Hel 


A  Fight  with  a  Rautankerous  Squatter, 

then  began  to  range  us  into  classes — but  m  the  midst  of  it  all, 
one  of  the  big  boys  got  to  carrying  on  most  wproriously  with  a  bic 
5^1,  and  the  master  called  him  up,  and  took  a  ruler  and  told 
him  to  hold  out  his  hand— so  he  did'ut  know  what  the  mastei 
was  a  goins  to  do  with  his  hand,  and  he  held  it  out,  and  thei 
the  master  gave  him  a  whack  over  the  hand  with  his  ruler 
With  that  the  boy  tackled  to  him  ;  "root  hog  or  die,"  was  the 
word,  and  the  master  eame  to  the  floor,,  all  the  gals  cleared 
out,  and  away  they  went  over  the  hills  like  a  berd  of  young 
buffaloes,  and  the  small  boys  followed  them.  1  cut  for  home 
like  a  cane-brake  on  fire — but  presently  the  mast-er  was  seen 
coming,  running  like  a  heavy  thaw,  after  us.  He  had  a  stick  in 
one  hand,  and  we  did'nt  care  to  wait  for  him.  So  that  was  the 
last  of  his  school-keeping  in  them  parts.  Well,  I  staid  about 
home  after  this,  sometimes  setting  traps  for  wild-cats,  and 
sometimes  shootkig  bears  and  deer.  At  last  the  war  broke  out 
and  then  1  marched  under  General  Jackson  against  tho  English 
at  New  Orleans.  When  we  was  about  starting  for  New  Or- 
leans, I  composed  the  celebrated  song,  well  known  to  every 
backwoodsman,  and  which  was  wonderfully  adnaired  at  the 
time,  beginning  with, 

''Come  all  you  bold  Kentuckians,  I'd  have  you  all  to  know 
That  for  to  fight  the  enemy,  we're  going  for  to  go." 

i  believe  it  was  this  song  that  did  more  than  any  shing  else, 
towards  getting  me  to  Congress,  for  when  it  was  seen  that  J 
iiad  talems,  1  grew  very  poplar  all  at  ©nee.  Before  1  went 
home  from  the  wars,  I  met  a  big  fellow  on  the  Levee  at  New 
Oi-leans,  who  thought  to  take  advantage  of  my  youth,  and 
begun  blackguarding  me  about  my  ^^ountrymen,  for  he  did'ni 
belong  to  Kentucky  himself.  Says  he,  *You  call  yourselves 
lalf  horse  and  half  alligator^  but  I'll  ^et  yon  know  that  I'm 
whole  alligator  wiih  a  cross  of  the  wild-cat.'  I  jumped  up 
and  snapped  my  fingers  in  his  face,  and  telied  him  that  1  did'nt 
care  the  fag  end  of  a  johnny  cake  for  bim,  and  X  spit  right  in 
his  raoutii.  With  that  he  came  at  me  with  his  mouth  wide  open  ; 
he  just  missed  ray  ear,  and  !  snapped  at  his  nose  and  seized  it 
between  my  teeib.  He  roared  and  struggled  buil  held  on  like 
a  pair  of  pinchers,  until  at  last  off  came  his  nose.  'That's  into 
you,'  says  I,  ^fcw  an  alligator— you  see  I'm  crossed  wiih  the 
snapping  iunle  f 

Well,  I  went  home  once  more,  and  found  every  thing  pretty 
nuch  as  I  left  il,  and  (e\\  to  hunting  bears  right  away.  In  one 
leason  I  killed  twenty-five  bears,  besides  two  wild  cats  and  a 
>o«s«um.     T    was    out    nnp    day  and    fijot    benis;hted,    when   I 


16  Ben  chokes  an  Alligator. 

laid  down  to  sleep  by  ths  side  of  a  river.  I  laid  my  head  on 
a  great  log,  and  closed  my  eyes.  I  had'nt  1  een  long  asleep 
before  the  log  began  to  move,  and  I  jumped  on  my  feet,  when 
what  should  the  log  be  but  a  great  crocodile.  He  raised  his 
head  and  opened  his  pesky  great  mouth  to  bite  me  in  two.  1 
jumped  right  down  his  throat.  He  whisked  about  and  thrashed 
up  the  ground  like  an  earthquake  for  a  few  minutes,  but  present- 
ly he  give  over  completely  choked  to  death,  and  I  found  hard 
work  to  get  out  again. 

Having  come  to  the  years  of  maturity,  and  being  a  stout  lad 
of  his  age,  young  Harding  began  to  look  around  for  a  wife. 
Havung  heard  of  one  Betsey  Buzzard,  a  good  stout  gal,  not 
very  high,  but  making  up  what  she  wanted  in  longness  by  being 
pretty  thick  through,  and  as  round  as  an  apple,  he  cut  out  for 
the  house  where  she  Hved.  Ben  considered  himself  a  whole 
team,  and  went  about  trapping  this  gal,  just  as  he  would  tree  a 
bear.  He  fell  pretty  queer  when  he  had  got  near  the  house 
where  she  lived,  and  had  a  good  mind  to  turn  back  and 
not  go  in,  as  he  was  afeard  she  would  have  nothing  to  say  to 
him,  but  he  knowed  that  'faint  heart  never  won  fair  lady,  and, 
30  he  stood  still  awhile  to  wait  till  his  courage  got  up  ;  but  he 
found  the  longer  he  stood,  the  more  his  courage  went  away, 
and  he  began  to  fear  if  he  stood  much  longer,  he  should  not 
dare  to  go  at  all.  So,  he  thought  he  would  take  only  one  long 
step  towards  the  house,  as  {here  could'nt  be  any  thing  decisive 
in  that.  Then  he  took  another  step,  and  so  on  until  he  had 
only  one  step  to  take  to  the  house,  and  now  he  found  that  that 
last  step  was  just  as  much  as  if  he  had'nt  taken  any  steps  be- 
fore, for  he  was  puzzled  just  as  much  how  to  go  ahead  as  be 
was  before  he  stopped  at  all.  The  way  his  heart  bobbed 
up  and  down  was  a  caution.  He  dassent  so  much  as  look  over 
his  shoulder,  and  much  less  look  ahead  ;  he  was  stuck  in  the 
iiud  like  a  Mississippi  sawyer,  and  thought  he  would  rather 
face  a  whole  regiment  of  wild  cats  than  look  Betsey  in  the  face, 
but  'twa'nt  because  he  did'nt  love  her,  only  'twas  a  dubus  thing 
to  make  the  first  attempt,  and  not  know  nothing  about  how  he 
would  be  received.  Just  then  the  door  opened,  and  Betsey 
herself  come  out  all  rigged  up  in  her  best  bib  and  tucker,  and 
Ben  was  dumb-foundered  right  away,  and  his  heart  came  up 
into  his  throat,  specially  as  Betsey  was  cross-eyed,  and  he 
thought  she  was  looking  right  at  him,  whereas  she  was  looking 
towards  the  hovel  where  the  horses  was  kept.  There  she 
stood  right  on  the  door  stone,  and  Ben  felt  it  would  be  impos 
sible  for  him  to  speak  to  her,  but,  pretty   soon,  another  fellow 


i  §  Ben,  gives  Betsy 's  Beau  a  LAcking. 

Gome  out  of  the  barn,  leading  along  a  horse  towards  Betsey. 
Then  Ben  forgot  his  bashfulness  all  at  once,  and  his  dander  riz 
right  up.  'I  say,  stranger,'  said  he,-  'do  you  make  purtenlions 
o  this  gal  ?'  The  fellow  let  go  the  horse  and  looked  right  ai 
Ben,  as  if  he  would  eat  him  up  alive  !  Ben  knew  what  would 
come  next  very  well,  and  sure  enough  the  other  fellow  made  w 
dive  at  one  of  his  eyes,  but  Ben  jumped  up  his  whole  length 
and  lit  rigi*  on  the  other  feller's  head.  Both  of  them  tumb- 
led together  against  an  old  gate,  leading  into  a  watermillion 
patch,  and  the  way  the  vines  was  snarled  about  their  legs  and 
the  watermillions  got  squshed  was  a  caution.  Sometimes  he 
was  uppermost  and  sometimes  the  lother  ;  until  at  last,  Betsey, 
who  had  taken  a  notion  to  Ben,  jumped  astraddle  of  the  othei 
feller's  back  when  he  was  down,  and  began  pounding  him  willi 
stone  over  the  head,  until  he  called  for  quarter.  When  he 
seed  that,  he  give  over  right  away,  for  it  went  so  to  his  bean 
that  his  gal  should  turn  agin  him  that  he  could'nt  fight.  He 
got  n  his  feet  and  shook  himself,  and  he  turned  all  color 
when  he  seed  Ben  go  right  up  to  Betsey  and  give  her  a  smack 
on  the  cheek.  Says  Ben  to  himself,  ^Mister,  1  think  you  are 
most  catawampitiusly  chawed  up?  The  feller  said  not  a  word 
but  turned  his  tail  and  went  straight  off,  and  was  never  heered 
on  arterwards.  So,  the  gal  then  told  Ben  that  she  was  just  a 
going  to  set  out  with  that  feller  for  Camp  Meeting,  and  that  if 
he  liked,  he  might  take  his  place  on  the  horse.  So  Ben  got 
right  up  on  the  horse,  and  took  ]5etsey  up  behind  him,  and 
they  drove  off  to  camp  meeting,  at  the  distance  of  about  tei 
miles.  On  the  road  they  courted  with  all  their  might,  till 
Ben  got  her  to  agree  to  have  himf^though  she  little  thought,  all 
diat  time,  that  he  would  one  day  be  a  member  of  Congress 
When  they  reached  the  camp,  they  found  the  preachers  all 
very  earnestly  engaged,  some  a  praying,  and  some  a  preaching 
and  some  a  singing  sams.  There  was  one  feller  in  perticula 
dial  hollored  so  you  could  hear  him  as  far  as  a  catamount,  and 
he  stamped  worse  than  a  fulling  mill.  There  was  guard 
placed  all  round  to  prevent  the  gals  running  after  the  fellers. 
There  was  a  great  many  tents  where  the  ministers  penned  up 
the  gals  to  convert  them  ;  and  some  on  'em  was  lollerin  like 
they  were  going  mad.  At  last  one  minister  come  along  an 
asked  Ben  and  Betsey  to  be  converted — so  he  got  up  on  the 
trunk  of  a  tree  to  preach  them  a  sarraent,  when  just  in  the 
middle  of  it,  he  slumped  in,  for  it  was  a  holler  tree,  and  h 
sunk  clean  down  out  of  iight,  but  he  was  so  arn^st,  that  he 
kept  on  preaching  in  the  tree,  till  a  s^reat  bear  that   was   inside 


Bear  scrape  at  a  Camp  Meeting.  lit 
with  him  woke  up  and  begun  to  move,  when  he  hollered  oui 
that  the  devil  was  gouging  him  most  ridiculous.  Then  Betse} 
aughed  rigiit  out,  for  she  knowed  it  was  a  bear;  and  sht 
climbed  up  the  tree,  so  as  to  lower  down  a  rope  to  hiin  and 
help  hiw)  out.  Finally,  somehow  or  somehow  else,  they  goi 
he  minister  out  of  the  holler  tree,  and  he  said  he  had  beei, 
swalbi'ed  up  in  a  whale  like  Jonah.  But  presently  the  bare 
come  brearhinij  from  the  tree  like  a  srenmboat.  Then  such  a 
seratching  and  holferin  as  there  was  you  never  see.  The\ 
[hought  the  devil  had  broke  loose  upon  thenj  sure  enojjgh. 
riaey  uj)sel  the  tents  in  their  hurry  to  cm  out,  and  there  wai 
me  minister  that  wns  so  fat  he  could^nt  run  very  fast,  anff  iht 
hear  gained  upon  him  every  step  he  took.  When  Be^s*-. 
.valked  liglu  up  to  him  end  stuck  him  with  a  knife.  Howsom- 
tver  there  vva.:5  no  uvore  praying  or  preaching  that  da)-,  and  b- 
B^u  and  Betsey  had  a  grenr  deal  of  courihig  to  go  tiirou^;,!; 
vitii  thev  cut  out  for  home.  Bon  h^d  so.ne  cui'ous  talk  witl; 
Me  <^:\],  oij  i!)e  way  home,  but  slie  tokl  bin)  he  had  better  waii 
■  il  ihey  were  married,  and  so  he  did  which  jiappenetl  0.1  i\u 
very  next  week. 


This  animal  is  about  three  feet  long,  and  is  very  destructive  U>  smalJej 
mimuj^-.  AuiOMg-  the  ancients  it  '.vas  hai'nesscd  to  the  car  of  Bacchus,  >p 
iiis  conquest  of  India.  It  has  extreme  quick  sight.  T|iere  are  se^  era 
species,  ihe  best  is  the  Canada  Lynx.  Prom  Hudson's  Bay  about  10,00( 
-kins  are  annually  exported,  it  makes  but  little  re.sl:»t.'*nce  when  broughi 
^o  bay  by  the  hunter,  and  is  easily  destroyed  by  a  blow  on  the  back.  It.' 
;Argf  paws,  slender  loins,  and  long-  tliick  hind  legs,  with  large  buUocks. 
^ive  it  a  clumsy  and  awkward  appearance,  it  bwiuis  well.  Its  ftesh  i.- 
iaten,  and  somewhat  restmbicia  rabbit  Breeds  once  a  year — two  young 
>nes  at  a  time. 


20]         Perilous  £ii counter  irillt  two  Cata- 
mounts. 

A  hunter,  residing  near  the  Lead  Mines  of  the  Upper  Mis- 
sissippi, went  out  one  morning  with  his  dogs  in  pursuit  of  bears. 
The  main  body  of  his  canine  assistants  soon  succeeded  in  tree- 
ing a  bear,  and  he  was  on  the  point  of  sLooiing  the  animal, 
when  a  long,  dismal  howl  resounded  through  the  forest,  in 
wliich  he  recognized  the  tones  of  his  favorite  dog.  Being 
nxious  to  know  what  sort  of  game  was  started  by  Growler,  he 
left  the  dogs  to  cope  with  the  bear,  and  set  off  towards  the  spot 
from  which  the  strange  alarm  seemed  to  proceed.  After  hur- 
rying onward  about  two  miles,  his  ears  were  saluted  by  the 
sound  of  a  severe  conflict.  He  heard  the  desperate  cries  of 
his  dog  who  seemed  to  be  nearly  worsted,  and  distinguished  the 
firce  growling  and  shrill  yell  of  a  wild  cat.  He  burst  through 
a  clump  of  thick  bushes  which  lay  between  him  and  tlie  scene 
of  action,  and  there  beheld  his  dog  struggling  under  a  victorious 
catamount,  who  had  torn  and  scratched  his  dog  until  lie  was 
covered  with  his  own  blood.  The  wild  cat  was  scarcely 
wounded.  He  immediately  took  aim  with  his  rifle,  and  lodged 
the  whole  charga  in  the  side  of  the  catamount,  who  sprang 
three  yards  into  the  air,  and  fstJI  dead  upon  the  ground,  at  the 
foot  of  a  tree.  The  dog  jumped  up,  and  while  his  master  ap- 
proached to  caress  him,  he  looked  up  at  the  tree  and  fetched  a 
dismal  howl.  Tiie  hunter  turned  his  eyes  in  the  same  direc- 
tion, and  saw  another  catamount,  larger  than  the  one  he  iiad 
killed,  in  the  act  of  leaping  from  a  branch  of  the  tree,  directly 
on  his  head  !  He  had  just  time  to  raise  his  long  butcher-knife 
and  menace  the  descending  savage,  who  came  down  on  the 
point  of  the  knife,  but  without  receiving  material  injury.  His 
rifle  being  empty,  he  aimed  a  blow  with  the  breech  of  it  at  the 
head  of  the  animal,  while  the  dog  fastened  on  his  rear.  But 
the  catamount  sprung  again  at  the  hunter,  dragging  the  dog 
after  him.  The  man  fell  under  the  assailant,  but  he  seized  one 
of  the  catamount's  ears  with  his  teeth,  and  both  rolled  in  the 
dust  together.  He  wour.ded  the  wild  cat  several  times  with 
his  knife,  and  the  blood  of  men  and  brute  was  mingled  together 
upon  the  ground.  At  length  an  opportunity  offered  for  him  to 
thrust  his  knife  into  the  catamount's  mouth,  when  he  nearly  cut 
off  her  tongue.  Screaming  with  pain,  the  savage  beast  then 
fled  and  escaped.  The  hunter  rose  from  the  ground,  nearly 
naked,  and  looking  like  a  skinned  eel. 


There  are  few  families  but  are  at  one  end  related  to  the  great 
est  princes,  and  at  the  other  to  the  meanest  peasants. 


A  jieFriKJis  FS^t  wilk  two  Caiaiuouitlis. 


183G. 


APRIL,  FOURTH  MONTH. 


[30  (iiys. 


The  primrose  bud,  spring's  early  pledge, 
Sprouts  'neath  each  woodland  tree, 

And  riylets  under  every  hedge 
Prepare  a  seat  fof  thee. 
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MOON'S  PHASES. 
Full  Moon^  1st  day,  5h.  2;3m.  A. 
Last  Quarter,  8th  day,  llh.  45m.  M. 


MOON'S  PHASES. 
New  Moon,  15th  day,  6h.  47m.  A. 
First  Quarter,  23d  day,  lOh.  Im.  A. 
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High  Tides. 
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MAY,  FIFTH  MONTH. 


[31  day: 


The  trees  still  deepen  in  tlieir  bloom, 
Grass  greens  the  meadow  lands. 

And  flowers  with  every  moi-ning  eome. 
As  dropt  by  fairy  hands. 


ASTRONOMICAL   CALCULATIONS. 
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_  A  terrible  figrht  with  a  T¥e«t  of  Eagles. 

A  hunter  of  Tennessee,  being  out  one  day  in  quest  of  game, 
suddenly  fell  in  with  an  eagle's  nest,  which  was  built  on  the 
edge  of  a  precipice,  amongst  rocky  declivities,  and  which  he 
instantly  determined  to  rob.  In  the  nest  were  several  yoarg 
^a^lets,  and  their  dam.     He  crept  softly  to  tlie  spot,  but  (h< 


A  Terrific  fig^ht  with  Kag^Ies.  tiS 

not  reach  it  unperceived  by  the  old  one,  who,  starting  on  her 
legs  «nd  darting  towards  him  fiery  glances,  reached  over  hei 
neck,  and  seemed  resolved  to  do  battle  for  her  young.  He. 
however,  advanced  fearlessly  up  to  the  nest  and  laid  his  hanci 
apon  one  of  the  eaglets.  She  screamed  defiance,  and  struck 
her  sharp  beak  against  his  wrist  with  so  much  violence  as  to 
make  the  blood  spurt.  At  the  same  moment,  he  heard  an  an- 
swering scream  high  in  the  air,  directly  over  his  head,  and 
looking  up  beheld  a  large  eagle,  which  proved  to  be  the  male 
wheeling  in  angry  circles,  and  preparing  to  pounce  down  upon 
his  head.  He  saw  there  was  no  time  to  lose,  for  he  did  not 
care  to  maintain  a  combat  with  both  the  eagles  at  once.  He, 
therefore,  determined  to  make  short  work  with  the  female,  and 
was  about  bringing  his  rifle  to  bear  upon  her,  when  she  antici 
pated  him,  by  springing  from  her  nest,  and  darting  directly  ai 
his  face.  She  caught  her  beak  in  the  top  of  his  huntinii;  .shirt, 
and  with  her  strong  pinions  fell  to  belaboring  his  face  and 
shoulders  with  so  much  fury  that  his  rifle  was  dropped  in  the 
contest,  ?,nd  it  went  off  as  it  struck  the  ground,  the  whole 
charge  entering  the  nest  and  wounding  the  young  eagles,  who 
thereupon  set  up  such  a  scream  as  aggravated  the  mother  to  a 
much  higher  degree.  Almost  blip.ded  by  the  wings  of  the 
eagle,  and  expecting  to  be  attacked,  in  a  moment,  by  the  male. 
whose  war  screams  sounded  nearer  and  nearer,  he  saw  that  he 
must  make  one  desperate  effort  or  be  vanquished.  He  grasped 
the  neck  of  hii  antagonist,  and  endeavored  to  strangle  lier. 
But  her  struggles  were  so  violent  as  to  force  him  to  the  edge  of 
the  precipice,  and  her  wings  so  darkened  his  vision,  that  he  did 
not  perceive  his  danger  until  he  found  himself  reeling  off  the 
verge !  Being  determined  not  to  yield,  even  in  death,  he  held 
firmly  to  the  neck  of  the  gigantic  bird,  and  it  was  this  dogged 
resolution  which  saved  him,  for  when  he  was  fairly  off  the  rock 
and  descending  to  the  depth  below,  the  eagle  spread  her  wings, 
and,  by  that  means,  let  him  down  so  gradually  that  he  struck 
the  bottom  unhurt.  He  was  glad  to  perceive  that  his  rifle  had 
descended  before  him,  although,  not  being  loaded,  he  knew 
it  could  be  of  no  great  use  to  him.  But,  by  this  time,  the  ea- 
gle was  gasping.  He  dropped  the  struggling  bird  upon  the 
ground,  and,  seizing  his  rifle,  he  deah  her  such  blows  with  the 
butt  of  it  as  soon  put  a  period  to  her  existence.  But  the  dan- 
ger was  not  yet  over.  The  male  eagle,  exasperated  by  seeing 
\m  mate  lie  bleeding  tipon  the  earth,  rushed  like  a  thunder-bolt 
^rom  the  skies,  and  fixing  his  beak  in  the  hair  oT  the  hunter, 
lore  his  scalp  till  the  blood  trickled  down  his  cheeks,  and  min- 
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gled  with  that  of  the  dead  eagle  at  bis  feet.  It  was  in  vain  to 
try  to  beat  off  the  assailant  with  his  rifle  ;  for  the  eagle  bad 
closed  with  him,  and  the  fight  must  be  maintained  at  close 
quarters.  The  hunter  tried  to  give  him  a  bear's  bug,  but  the 
eagle's  beak  was  busy,  and  was  darted  so  quickly  at  one  of  his 
eyes,  that  he  found  that  would  not  do.  He  then  tried  to  seize 
the  enemy  by  the  neck,  and  destroy  him  in  the  same  manner 
that  he  had  killed  the  female ;  but  he  missed  his  neck,  and  got 
him  by  one  leg.  A  sudden  evolution  of  the  enormous  bird 
then  brought  the  hunter  to  the  ground,  much  bruised  and  al- 
most beat  out  with  his  exertions.  The  eagle  then  renewed  his 
attacks  with  redoubled  vigor,  and  the  man,  for  a  moment,  was 
compelled  to  lie  with  his  face  to  the  earth,  covered  with  his 
hands  for  fear  the  eagle  should  strike  out  bis  eyes.  But  the 
bird  was  not  to  be  discouraged  because  his  face  was  screened 
from  his  attacks.  He  commenced  tearing  off  the  hunter's  clothes, 
and  soon  stripped  him  naked^then  fastening  his  beak  and 
talons  in  the  hunter's  flesh,  he  soon  convinced  the  man  that  he 
must  up  and  bestir  himself,  if  he  would  preserve  his  skin.  The 
hunter  sprang  on  his  feet,  and  made  one  desperate  efibrt  to 
clasp  the  eagle  around  the  neck.  He  succeeded,  and  now  a 
scene  of  the  most  animated  and  frightful  description  ensued 
The  eagle  struggling  to  free  himself  from  the  grasp  of  death 
made  the  most  incredible  exertions,  whirling  the  man  upon  the 
ground — both  fell  and  rolled  together  amongst  the  sharp  stones, 
the  man  maintaining  his  hold  to  the  last.  When  the  eagle  was 
fairly  strangled,  the  man  arose,  cut,  bruised  and  mangled,  to 
carry  home  the  trophies  af  his  dear-bought  victory. 

\ ^ 

!  The  £lk. 

i  A  herd  of  twenty  or  thirty  elk  were  seen  at  no  great  distance  from  the 
parly,  standing-  in  the  water  or  lying-  on  the  sand  beach.  One  of  the 
finest  buclts  was  singled  out  by  a  hunter,  who  fired  upon  him,  whereupon 
the  whole  herd  plunged  into  the  thicket,  and  disappeared.  Relying 
upon  the  skill  of  the  hunter,  and  confident  that  his  shot  was  fatal,  sever- 
al of  the  party  dismounted  and  pursued  the  elk  into  the  woods,  where 
the  wounded  buck  was  soon  overtaken.  Finding-  his  pursuers  close 
upon  him,  the  elk  turned  furiously  upon  the  foremost,  who  only  saved 
himself  by  springing  into  a  thicket,  which  was  impassable  to  the  elk, 
w  hose  enormous  antlers  becoming  so  entangled  in  the  vines  as  to  be 

I  <£  nercd  to  their  tips,  he  was  held  fast  and  blindfolded,   and  was  des- 

I  patched  by  repeated  bullets  and  stabs. 


A  young  raan%tepped  into  a  Book-store,  and  said  he  wanted  to  get  a 
•YotKo  Mas's  CoMPAariOK."  **  Well,  sir,"  said  the  bookseller 
'h  ©re's  my  daughter.*'  


1836. 


JUNE,  SIXTH  MONTH. 


[30  days. 


The  season  now  is  all  delight. 
Sweet  amiie  the  passing  hours. 

And  summer*s  pleasures,  at  their  height. 
Are  sweet  as  are  her  flowers. 
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5^]       Zip  ^pooner's  encounter  with  a  blacii 

Bear. 

Zip  Spooner,  a  neighbor  of  mine,  and  an  old  settler  in  the 
Duck  and  Elk  river  country,  was  last  winter  out  on  a  hunting 
party  with  his  dogs.  He  was  gone  three  days  and  met  with 
capital  luck  ;  having  killed  four  bears,  nine  wild  turkies,  and 
seven  coons.  He  had  fired  away  all  his  powder  and  ball,  and 
was  on  his  return  home,  when  all  at  once  the  dogs  started  i 
great  black  bear  from  among  a  patch  of  high  grass,  who  im 
mediately  took  to  a  brook,  which  was  swollen  and  rapid.  Zip, 
although  he  had  nothing  but  a  hunting  knife,  was  determined 
the  varmint  should  not  get  off  without  a  fight.  So  he  cut  an 
oak  sapling  which  he  took  in  one  hand  and  his  butcher  knife  in 
the  other,  and  dashed  after  him  and  assailed  him  in  the  rea 
with  his  bunting  knife.  At  every  blow  the  bear  turned  furious- 
ly upon  him  with  a  terrific  display  of  white  teeth.  Zip,  hav 
ing  a  foot-hold  in  the  brook,  was  enabled  to  push  him  off  with 
his  sapling,  and  when  he  turned  to  swim,  would  flouwder  after 
and  attempt  to  hamstring  him.  The  bear,  however,  succeeded 
in  scrambling  off  to  a  high  oak,  which  he  ascended,  after  hav- 
ing bitten  one  of  the  dogs  very  badly.  The  hunter  now  took 
a  large  stone  and  struck  against  the  end  of  the  tree  as  if  en 
gaged  in  cutting  it  down.  The  bear  now  slipped  to  the  end^  oi 
the  largest  branch,  gathered  his  body  up,  and  dropped  from 
this  vast  height  to  the  ground,  and  rebounded  from  the  ground 
several  feet,  and  then  ran  off  with  great  activity  ;  but  Zip  and 
the  dogs  were  on  his  trail  instantly,  and  treed  him  again,  when 
the  same  expedient  was  resorted  to  for  to  make  him  lite;  in 
this  way  they  treed  him  several  times,  till  at  length  he  refused 
to  jump  off.  My  neighbor  now  climbed  the  tree  ;  the  bear 
being  out  on  one  of  the  branches,  he  was  enabled  to  get  above 
him,  when  he  commenced  shaking  the  limbs  to  start  the  var- 
mint down,  but  instead  of  that,  he  began  climbing  after  Zip 
who  finding  no  way  to  back  out  himself,  prepared  to  meet  the 
bear  with  his  big  butcher,  which  he  let  into  the  varmint,  which 
seized  him  at  the  same  time  by  the  leg,  and  they  both  fell  off 
the  tree  together  onto  a  small  birch  which  broke  their  fall,  and 
they  landed  amongst  some  bushes  on  a  slope  which  led  down 
to  the  brook,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  where  they  first 
started  him ;  he  was  still  grappled  by  the  bear,  and  both  rolled 
together  towards  the  pond,  the  dogs  all  the  time  wolving  away 
on  the  bear,  which  was  all  the  time  biting  on  his  left  arm,  and 
hugging  him  almost  to  suffocation.  By  great  exertions  he 
thrust  his  right  arm  partly  down  his  throat,  and  in  that  manner 
endeavored  to  strangle  him,  but  was  now  hurled  headlong  down| 
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through  the  bushes.  Here,  finding  the  bear  gaining  on  him, 
he  made  one  desperate  effort,  and  drew  the  animal's  head 
partly  under  water,  and  repeatedly  sticking  him  under  the 
shoulder  with  his  knife,  he  at  last  succeeded  in  drowning  him, 
but  he  was  so  chawed  up  by  the  bear  that  he  could  hardly 
crawl  home.  Some  of  his  neighbors  went  and  found  the  bear 
in  the  brook  near  where  the  fight  was,  and  butchered  him  and 
brought  the  meat  to  Zip,  who  was  unable  to  hunt  for  some 
months. 


A  Crame  or  Cards. 

One  spell,  when  I  lived  in  Illinois,  I  heerd  tell  of  a  game  of 
cards  that  was  played  after  a  fashion  that's  worth  tellin  on,  and 
so  I'll  give  it  to  my  reader  just  as  I  heerd  it,  and  if  it  aim 
true,  why  he  got  it  as  cheap  as  I  did,  barring  havin  to  pay  for 
the  Almanac  that's  got  it  in.  You  are  to  understand  there  was 
to  be  a  great  shooting  match  in  them  parts,  and  amongst  the 
rest  was  a  sucker  come  up  from  the  south  part  of  the  State,  a 
real  Indian  hater  that  had  cut  many  a  bullet  in  two  against  an 
Indian's  tomahawk ;  a  reg'lar  built  red  horse  from  Kentuck, 
and  a  Buckeye  that  shot  out  the  tongue  of  a  crow  that  was 
disturbing  divine  service  on  a  Sunday,  at  the  distance  of  100 
yards  on  the  wing.  Well,  these  three  all  set  out  together  to  go 
to  the  shooting  match.  Well,  on  the  way,  they  got  into  a  dis 
pute  about  who  could  shoot  the  best,  and  finally  they  agreed 
to  try  their  hand  at  a  small  sapling,  distant  about  twelve  rods. 
Well,  the  sucker  fired  first  by  right,  as  he  was  in  his  native 
State.  He  missed  the  tree,  owing  to  his  ball  hitting  a  mus- 
quitoes  leg  in  its  progress,  which  made  it  glance  a  fraction. 
Kentuck  next  took  aim.  He  did'nt  hit  the  tree,  but  lamed  a 
caterpillar  that  was  crawling  on  the  bark.  Buckeye  then 
poised  his  rifle,  but  took  no  aim,  he  let  her  off  as  slap ;  his  ball 
struck  the  sapling  right  in  the  middle,  so  pat  that  the  tree 
screamed  right  out !  Buckeye  thea  crowed  and  jumped  up  as 
high  as  his  head,  and  offered  to  bet  a  barrel  of  whiskey  he'd 
hit  the  sapling  nine  times  ^ut  of  ten.  So  they  kept  up  firing 
till  all  their  powder  was  gone,  and  so  they  concluded  it  was  no 
ii«e  to  go  to  the  shooting  match,  and  they  set  down  and  begun  to 
play  cards  on  the  stump  of  a  tree,  but  before  they  had  finished 
the  game,  night  came  on,  and  they  being  in  want  of  light,  set 
fire  to  the  surrounding  trees  and  lit  up  the  forests  in  place 
nf  candles.  Men  of  such  exalted  views  would  surely  comb 
their  head  with  nothing  less  than  a  hickory  scrag,  and  drink 
out  of  nothing  less  than  a  river.  


1836.                  JULY,  SEVENTH  MONTH.          [31  days. 

While  waking  birds  betake  to  flight 

From  off  each  roosting  bough. 

While  nature's  locks  are  wet  with  night, 

How  sweet  to  wander  now  ! 
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AUGUST,  EIGHTH  MONTH.  [31  days. 


When  noon  is  in  tb«  flaming  sky, 

Seek  me  some  shadowy,  silent  wood ; 
Recline  upon  a  mossy  knoll » 
Cast  care  aside,  and  yield  the  soul 
To  that  luxurious  quietude. 
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(Colonel  Coon's  l¥iie  Judjr, 


3a 


Judy  Coon  stomping:  a  ]¥est  of  TFild  Kittens 
to  dcatli. 

It's  most  likely  my  readers  has  all  heered  of  Colonel  Coon*s 
wife  Judy.  She  wore  a  bearskin  petticoat,  an  alligttor's  hide 
for  an  overcoat,  an  eagle's  nest  for  a  hat,  with  a  wild-cat's  tail 
for  a  feather.  When  she  was  fourteen  years  old,  she  wrung 
off  a  snapping  turtle's  neck  and  made  a  comb  of  its  shell, 
which  she  wears  to  this  day.  When  she  was  sixteen  years  old, 
she  run  down  a  four  year  old  colt,  and  chased  a  bear  three  mile 


134  Sen  Coon^s  Ceurtsliip. 

through  the  snow,  because  she  wanted  his  hair  to  make  a  tooth 
brush.  She  oui-screamed  a  catamount,  on  a  wager,  when  she 
was  just  come  of  age ;  and  sucked  forty  rattlesnake's  eggs  to 
give  her  a  sweet  breath,  the  night  she  was  married.  It  was  not 
at  all  likely  that  Judy  would  throw  herself  away  on  any  young 
feller  that  was  a  mind  to  set  up  a  claim  to  her,  and  so,  many  of 
'em  found  they  were  barking  up  the  wrong  tree  and  getting 
their  fingers  pricked  with  a  chesnut  burr.  At  last,  one  Ten- 
nessee roarer,  that  never  backed  out  for  any  thing  short  of 
mammouth,  heard  of  Judy's  accomplishments,  and  'tarmined  to 
try  bis  flint  agin  her  steel.  So  be  got  into  a  jumper  on  a  cold 
winter  night,  and  drove  through.the  woods  towards  her  father's 
house.  He  begun  to  scream  before  h^  got  within  sight  of  the 
log  hut  where  Judy  lived,  and  his  voice  was  heard  five  mile  off. 
Judy's  heart  begun  to  beat  when  she  heard  him,  for  she  knew 
whoever  be  was,  he  was  a  whole  steamboat.  When  he  got  to 
the  house,  he  give  one  leap  from  his  jumper,  dashed  down 
the  door,  and  bounced  into  the  middle  of  the  room.  "Tom 
Coon,  by  Jingo  !"  cried  every  one  in  the  house — for  he  was  do 
stranger  by  fame,  though  ihey  had  never  seen  him  before.  Judy 
right  away  set  down  in  a  corner  of  the  room  to  try  his  spunk, 
and  said  not  a  word,  good  or  bad.  He  pulled  half  a  dozsen 
eyes  out  of  his  pocket,  and  flinging  'em  down  on  the  floor, 
swore  with  a  round  oath  be'd^jlace  any  man's  eyes  by  the  side 
of  them  that  dared  to  say  a  word  agin  Judyl  Judy  tban 
jumped  up  like  a  frog  and  said,  "  Tom  Coon,  I'm  yours  for 
fe — 1  know  what  you've  come  for,  and  I'll  be  your  wedded 
wife  without  any  more  fustification  about  it."  So  Tom  got  Judy 
and  all  her  plunder.  Tom  took  her  into  Tennessee  with  bim| 
right  away,  and  begun  to  make  a  little  clearing  in  the  midst  o 
the  wood,  when  Judy-soon  gave  him  a  speciment  af  her  talec^s 
For,  being  out  one  evening  to  a  tea-squall,  about  ten  mile 
in  corning  home  through  the  wood,  she  found  a  nest  of  youw 
wild-cats  in  the  slump  of  a  tree.  She  said  nothing  about  ii 
when  she  went  home^  but  let  her  toe-nails  grow  till  they  were 
m  inch  long,  when  she  started  all  alone,  one  morning,  and  went 
to  the  nest,  and,  jumping  in  upon  the  young  v;ild-cais,  stamped 
them  to  death  witli  her  feet.  It  was  quite  a  lough  job,  an^ 
they  bit  her  legs  most  ridieuJously ;  but  she  stood  up  to  tlise 
scratch,  though  they  scratched  her  backsid^es  so  tarnaciously 
they've  never  itehed  since. 


Milton  married  a  shrew.  In  his  hearing",  one  day,  the  Duke  of  Back 
ingham,  called  the  lady  a  Ros».  **[  am  no  judg-e  of  flowers,"  said  Mil 
ton,  »*bwt  it  may  be  so,  for  I  feel  the  thorns  daily."  ' 


836. 


SEPTEMBER,  NINTH  MONTH.      [30  daysJ 


The  maid  afield  now  leaves  the  farm. 
With  dinner  basket  on  her  arm. 

Loitering-  unseen  in  narrow  lane, 
To  be  o'eitook  by  following  swain. 
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Kobbln^  a  Crow's  Mest.  t^7 

A  man  residing  on  Skillet  Fork  of  Red  River,  was  out  one 
day  on  a  coon  hunt,  and  espying  a  crows  nest  on  a  lali  tree,  he 
resolved  to  suck  the  eggs.  He  immediately  clomb  vp  the  tree, 
and  climbed  out  on  the  branch  lo  the  nest.  He  look  up  the 
eggs,  and  began  sucking  ihem  with  great  deliberation,  and  with 
an  infinite  degree  of  relish.  The  old  crows  attacked  hirn  in 
front  and  rear,  so  that  he  was  sometimes  obliged  to  desist  from 
his  operations  to  give  battle  to  tiie  defenders  of  their  homestead. 
After  he  had  sucked  about  half  the  eggs  in  the  nest,  he  heard 
a  rustling  near  him,  and  looking  up  beheld  a  large  wild  cat 
bending  from  the  top  of  a  neighboiing  branch,  reaching  out  her 
head  and  opening  her  wide  niouth,  while  her  eyes  glanvd  like 
two  balls  of  fire.  Being  unsrrntd  he  saw  no  prosper?  oi'  being 
able  to  maintain  resistaPiCe,  and  there  was  no  time  to  loose  in 
planning  the  nieans  of  escape.  Luckily  there  tu)s  j^  deep 
creek  under  the  branch  which  he  was  on,  and  the  osdy  ?\ay  oj 
*"scape  he  could  disccni  •v\as  plunging  iflto  iu  And  just  as  the 
wild  cat  sprang  towalds  hhn,  he  di?ed  t'rom  the  tree,  and  the 
ravenous  beast  was,  in  an  instant  at  his  heels.  lie  felt  hei 
sharp  teetli  rubbing  the  side  of  his  le^  as  they  descended  to- 
gether Into  t!}e  water,  and  a  cold  chill  crept  through  his  veins 
and  penetrated  his  heart.  He  swam  under  water  as  long  as 
he  could  iiold  his  breath.  Upon  eomiog  to  th.e  surface  he  sav\ 
the  varmint  a  few  yards  from  him,  tearing  his  hat  to  pieces,  but 
upon  seeing  him  it  abanclofied  the  hat  arid  swam  towards  him. 
He  isnnsediately  dove  dov-.u  and  grasped  hold  of  the  long  weeds 
at  the  bottom,  which  he  retained  hold  of  until  nearly  sufFoc;ited. 
The  cat  still  keeping  over  hsm,  lie  i.ovv  made  a  desi)erRtfi  effort 
^nfl  caught  bA)\d  of  her  trill  and  pulled  her  uiuler,  tlie  varnunt 
dl  the  time  paddling  with  her  forepaws  to  gel  to  the  surfice. 
In  this  way  he  held  her  uniil  she  appeared  to  loose  strength, 
vvlien  he  let  goof  its  t^il,  came  to  top  of  water,  recovered  breath, 
and  swam  to  the  shore.  On  looking  round  he  saw  ilie  cat 
nsl  recovering  and  swimming  towards  him,  he  clonjb  up  tlie 
bnnk  and  cut  out  for  home  at  the  top  of  i)is  speed,  leaving  thej 
crows  in  possession  of  they'  nest. 


Of  all  iKsects  the  Hornet  is  the  most  beau- 
tiful in  my  eye.  There  is  no  tickle  to  liis 
stiasf,  like  the  mtisquiio  and  fies.  He  touches 
your  feelings  nt  once.  The  hornet  when  hun- 
gry will  attack  suiall  birds,  as  three  can  kill  a 
robin,  awd  one  has  been  known  to  master  a 
sparrow. 

THK  HORZVET. j 
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At'isc,  thoa  child  of  nature,  rise  ! 

Arouse  thy  slumbering  spirit  now  ! 
The  Autumn  sheaves  are  on  the  hill^ 
And  solemn  are  the  woods  and  still. 

With  clustering  fruits  on  every  bough. 
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A  Bee  Hnnt,  with  the  manner  of  finding  the 
Hiveis  of  l¥ild  Honey  in  the  Back  W^oods. 

At  present  the  honey  bee  swarms  in  myriads,  in  the  noble 
2;roves  and  forests  that  skirt  and  intersect  the  prairies,  and  ex- 
tend along  the  alluvial  bottoms  of  the  rivers.  It  seems  to  me 
as  if  these  beautiful  regions  answer  literally  to  the  description 
of  the  land  of  promise,  *'  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey," 
for  the  rich  pasturage  of  the  prairies  is  calculated  to  sustain 
herds  of  cattle  as  countless  as  the  sands  upon  the  sea  shore 
while  the  flowers  v/ith  which  they  are  enameJ.ed  render  them  i 
very  paradise  for  the  nectar-seeking  bee. 

We  had  not  been  long  in  the  camp  when  a  party  set  out  in 
quest  of  a  bee  tree  ;  and  being  curious  to  witness  the  sport,  1 
gladly  accepted  an  invitation  to  accompany  them.  The  parly 
was  headed  by  a  veteran  bee  hunter,  a  tall  lank  fellow  in  home- 
spun garb  that  hung  loosely  about  his  limbs,  and  a  straw  hai 
shaped  not  unlike  a  bee-hive ;  a  comrade,  equally  uncouth  in 
garb,  and  without  a  hat,  straddled  along  at  his  heels,  wilh  a  long 
ifle  on  his  shoulder.  To  these  succeeded  half  a  dozen  others, 
some  with  axes  and  some  with  rifles,  for  no  one  stirs  far  fron) 
the  camp  without  his  fire-arms,  so  as  to  be  ready  either  for  the 
wild  deer  or  wild  Indian.  After  proceeding  some  distance,  we 
came  to  an  open  glade  on  the  skiits  of  the  forest.  Here  o 
leader  halted,  and  then  advanced  quietly  to  a  low  bush,  on  the 
top  of  which  I  perceived  a  piece  of  honey  comb.  This  1 
found  was  the  bait  or  lure  for  the  wild  bees.  Several  were 
humming  about  it,  and  diving  into  its  cells.  When  they  had 
laden  themselves  with  the  honey  they  would  rise  into  the  air, 
and  dart  off  in  a  straight  line  almost  with  ihe  velocity  of  bullets. 
The  hunters  watched  attentively  the  course  they  took,  and  then 
set  off  in  the  same  direction,  stumbling  along  over  twisted  root.^ 
and  fallen  trees,  wilh  their  eyes  turned  up  to  the  sky.  In  this 
way  they  traced  the  honey-laden  bees  to  their  hive^  in  the  hoi 
low  trunk  of  a  blasted  oak,  where,  after  buzzing  about  for  a 
moment,  they  entered  a  hole  about  sixty  feet  from  the  ground. 

Two  of  the  bee  hunters  now  applied  their  axes  vigorously  ai 
the  foot  of  the  tree,  to  level  it  wilh  the  ground.  The  mere 
spectators  and  amateurs,  in  tiie  mean  time,  drew  off  to  a  cau- 
tious distance,  to  be  out  of  the  way  of  the  falling  of  the  tree 
and  the  vengeance  of  its  inmates.  The  jarring  blows  of  the 
axe  seemed  to  have  no  effect  in  alarming  or  disturbing  this  most 
industrious  community.  They  continued  to  ply  at  their  usual 
occupations,  some  arriving  full  freighted  into  port,  others  sally- 
ing forth  on  new  expeditions,  like  so  many  merchantmen  in  ? 


40  Pine  Marten. 

•noney- making  metropolis,  Jittle  suspicious  of  impending  bank 
inptcy  and  downfall.  Even  a  loud  crack  which  announced  the 
disrupture  of  the  trunk,  failed  to  divert  their  attention  from  the 
intense  pursuit  of  gain ;  at  length,  down  came  the  tree  with  a 
iremendous  crash,  bursting  open  from  end  to  end,  and  display- 
ing all  the  hoarded  treasures  of  the  commonwealth. 

One  of  the  hunters  immediately  ran  up  with  a  wisp  of 
lighted  hay  as  a  defence  against  the  bees.  Every  one  of  the 
party  now  fell  to,  with  spoon  and  hunting-knife,  to  scoop  out  the 
liakes  of  honey  comb  with  which  the  hollow  trunk  was  stored. 
Some  of  them  were  of  old  date  and  a  deep  brown  color,  others 
were  be-tiiitifuily  while,  and  the  honey  in  their  cells  was  almost 
limpid.  Such  of  the  combs  as  were  entire  were  placed  in  camp 
kettles  to  be  conveyed  to  the  encampment;  those  which  had 
been  shivered  in  the  fall  were  devoured  upon  the  spot.  Every 
stark  bee  hunter  was  to  be  seen  with  a  rich  morsel  in  his  hand, 
dripping  about  his  fingers,  and  disappearing  as  rapidly  as  a 
cream  tart  before  the  holiday  appetite  of  a  school-boy.  We 
now  abandoned  the  place,  leaving  much  honey  in  the  hollow  of 
(he  tree.  "  It  will  all  be  cleared  off  by  varmint,"  said  one  of 
the  rangers.  "  What  vermin  ?"  asked  I.  "  Oh  bears,  and 
skunks,  and  raccoons,  and  'possums.  The  bears  is  the  know 
ingest  varmint  for  finding  out  a  bee  tree  in  the  world.  They'l 
gnaw  for  days  together  at  the  trunk  till  they  make  a  hole  big 
enough  to  get  in  their  paws,  and  them  they'll  haul  out  honey 
bees  and  all." 


The  Pine  Marten. 

The  pine  forests  of  the  northern  parts  of  this  continent  are  inhabited  by  va«;i 
iiurabprs  of  these  martens,  and  th«  common  name  bj  which  the  «pecies  is  known 
i<  derived  from  the  preference  they  show  for  the  pines  in  whose  lofty  tops  ihe^ 
resiJe.  Its  fur  is  highly  esteemed  whenever  obtained.  The  pine  marten  is  of 
a  brilliant  fulrous  brown  color  over  the  whole  of  the  body,  with  the  exception  <>( 
the  breast,  which  is  of  a  yellow  ar  orang-e  hue,  varying  in  depth  in  different  in- 
dividuals. The  ^enerrl  color  of  the  fur  is  owwig  to  the  intermixture  of  two  kind- 
of  hair,  one  of  which  is  longer  and  coarser,  of  an  ash  color  n^ar  the  body,  ti-enof 
a  elear  fawn  color,  Rnd  ending-  at  the  tip  wmIi  a  brown  mixed  wmH  brisht  red. 


The  Deer. 

The  c  *"  mon  deer  is  fattest  and  in  best  condition  in  the  months  of  Oc- 
tober and  November,  when  the  rutting  season  commences,  and  continues 
about  a  month.  At  this  time  they  fig-ht  with  their  fore  feet  as  well  as 
their  horns,  and  inflict  severe  wounds  by  leaping  forward  and  striking- 
with  the  edges  of  their  hoofs  held  together.  If  a  hunter  falls  on  the 
ground  in  attempting  to  close  in  and  dispatch  a  wounded  deer  with  his 
knife,  he  is  in  great  danger  of  being  killed  by  such  blows  as  we  have 
described.  The  deer  is  said  by  the  hunters  to  evince  a  very  strong  de- 
gree of  animosity  towards  serpents,  and  especially  to  the  rattlesnake,  of 
which  it  has  an  instinctive  horror.  In  order  to  destroy  one  of  these 
creatures,  the  deer  makes  a  bound  into  the  air,  and  alights  upon  the 
snake  with  all  four  feet  brought  together  in  a  square  ;  and  these  violent 
blows,  rapidly  repeated*  destroy  the  reptile.  The  males  in  assaulting 
each  other  furiously,  their  horns  come  in  contact,  and,  being  elastic,  they 
yield  mutually  to  the  shock  ;  so  that  the  horns  of  one  animal  pass  within 
those  of  the  other,  and  thus  secure  them  front  to  front  in  such  a  manner 
that  neither  can  escape  ;  and  they  torment  themselves  in  uselea*  strug 
gles,  until  worn  down  by  hunger,  they  perish,  or  become  the  prey  of 
wolves  or  other  animals.  Heads  of  deer,  which  have  thus  perished,  are 
frequently  found,  and  there  is  the  following  account  given  by  Major 
Long.  As  the  party  were  descending  a  ridge,  their  attention  was  called 
to  an  unusual  noise,  proceeding  from  a  copse  of  low  bushes,  a  few  rods 
from  the  path.  On  amving  at  the  spot,  they  found  two  buck  deer,  their 
horns  fast  interlocked  with  each  other,  and  both  spent  with  fatigue  ;  one 
in  particular  being  so  much  exhausted  as  to  be  unable  to  stand.-  Per 
ceiving  that  it  would  be  impossible  that  they  should  extricate  themselves, 
and  must  linger  in  their  present  situations,  or  die  of  hunger,  or  be  de 
stroyed  by  the  wolves,  they  dispatched  them  with  their^'knives,  afterj 
having  made  an  unavailing  attempt  to  disentangle  thera.  Beyond  doubt 
many  of  these  animals  must  yearly  thus  perish. 
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There's  not  a  flower  upon  the  hill. 

There's  not  a  leaf  upon  the  tree  ; 

The  summer-bird  hath  left  its  bough. 

Brig-ht  child  of  sunshine,  sing-ing  now 

In  spicy  lands  beyond  the  sea. 
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A  liOTC    Adventure    and   nproarious  ilg^ht 
with  a  8ta§:e  ©river. 

In  the  spring  of  '34  when  I  was  going  home  from  Congress 
{  C'lme  the  nearest  being  chawed  up,  that  ever  I  did.  After 
staying  all  night  at  Memphis,  where  I  slept  so  sounds  (i.  e. 
made  such  a  noise  a  snoring  that  the  neighbors  could'nt  sleep 
for  some  distance  from  the  hotel.)  From  fatigue  I  was  so 
drowsy  tliey  were  obliged  to  open  my  eyes  with  a  pickaxe. 
Well  arter  breakfast  I  started  in  the  stage  alone  with  the  driver. 
At  the  distance  of  two  or  three-  miles  from  the  house,  at  a 
point  where  the  road  was  covered  with  stumps  of  trees,  he 
drew  up,  and  lying  the  reins  up  at  the  front  window,  he  said  to 
me,  'look  to  the  leins  till  1  come  back.'  He  was  obliged  to 
go  a  little  way  to  give  out  sorae  sowing  he  said.  Before  1 
could  say  a  word  he  was  out  of  sight  behind  the  trees.  He 
kept  me  holding  on  to  the  reins  for  nearly  half  an  hour,  when  I 
began  to  smell  a  rat,  and  was  just  on  the  point  of  getting  oui 
to  go  arter  him,  when  he  made  his  appearance  from  behind 
the  trees.  After  he  got  on  his  box,  1  began  to  blow  him  up 
for  staying  so  Icyig.  Says  he  'the  fact  is  I  have  a  girl  a  little 
ways  off;  1  always  stop  when  I  pass  and  make  some  of  the 
passengers  hold  the  horses.  1  have  built  a  house  and  got  a 
negro  wench  to  wait  on  her.'  Thinks  I  what  would  the  Post 
Master  General  say  if  he  knowed  that  the  great  Southern  Mail 
was  stopped  half  an  hour  every  day  or  two  to  let  a  stage  driver 
see  his  doxy.  But  says  I  to  myself,  Crockett  keep  dark  and 
squat  low.  So  on  our  arrival  at  the  next  hotel,  instead  o( 
going  on  with  him,  1  pretended  I  should  stop  till  arternoon  and 
and  take  the  stage  to  Natches  and  go  down  the  Mississippi. 
But  no  sooner  had  the  driver  started  than  I  cut  out  for  the  gal's 
house  in  the  woods.  1  quickly  got  into  her  good  graces,  as 
she  was 'nothing  loth,' as  the  poets  say.  I  kept  her  company 
for  two  days,  when  as  we  were  up  in  the  loft  of  the  house 
which  had  a  ladder  and  trap  door  to  get  to  it,  all  at  once, 
whose  voice  should  I  hear  but  the  stage  driver's  below,  inquir- 
ing for  his  doxy.  Zounds  !  here  was  a  pretty  predikyment. 
i  must  either  play  possum  by  jumping  out  of  the  window  and 
running  off,  or  jump  down  and  fight.  I  found  1  must  do  the 
latter,  as  the  window  wa?  so  small  I  could'nt  get  out  of  it. 
As  quick  as  the  critter  saw  me,  he  flew  into  such  a  rage  that 
he  crooked  up  his  neck  and  neighed  like  a  stud  horse,  and 
dared  me  down.  Says  I,  stranger  !  I'm  the  boy  that  can  double 
up  a  dozen  of  you.     I'm  a  whole  team  just  from  the   roaring 
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river. — I've  rode  through  a  crab  apple  orchard  on  a  streak  of 
lightning.  I've  squatted  lower  than  a  toad  5  and  jumped  high- 
er than  a  maple  tree;  I'm  all  brimstone  but  my  head,  and  that's 
aquafortis.  At  this  he  fell  a  cursing  and  stamping,  and  vowed 
he'd  make  a  gridiron  of  my  ribs  to  roast  my  heart  on.  1 
kicked  the  trap  door  aside,  and  got  sight  at  the  varmint ;  he 
was  madder  than  a  buffalo,  and  swore  he'd  set  the  house  on 
5re.  Says  I  take  care  how  I  lite  on  you  ;  upon  that  I  jumped 
right  down  upon  the  driver,  and  he  tore  my  trowsers  right  off 
of  me.  I  got  hold  of  his  whiskers  and  gave  them  such  a 
twitch  that  his  eyes  stuck  out  like  a  lobster's.  He  fetched  me 
a  kick  in  the  bowels  that  knocked  all  compassion  out  of  them. 
I  was  driv  almost  distracted,  and  should  have  been  used  up, 
but  luckily  there  was  a  poker  in  the  fire  which  I  thrust  down 
his  throat,  and  by  that  means  mastered  him.  Says  he,  stran- 
ger you  are  the  yellow  fk)wer  of  the  forest.  If  ever  you  are 
up  for  Congress  again,  I'll  come  all  the  way  to  Du'ck  river  to 
vote  for  you.  Upon  this  I  bade  them  good  morning,  and  pro- 
ceeded on  my  journey.     This  adventure  I   never  told  to   IVJrs. 

Crockett.  

A  Thief  of  an  Alligator. 
About  as  outrageous  a  thing  as  ever  happened  to  me  or  mine 
n  all  the  western  country,  was  done  by  a  tarnal  alligafer  on  a 
Sunday  morning.  My  wife  was  getting  ready  to  go  to  a  meet- 
ing, that  was  to  be  held  about  fifteen  miles  from  our  clearing  by 
old  liorenz®  Dowe.  So  says  she,  '*  I'll  just  go  and  wash  out 
my  best  bear  skin  petticoat,  and  I'll  be  ready  to  cut  out  for  to 
hear  the  sarmont."  Well  my  wife  had  just  got  the  garment 
washed  out,  and  had  hung  it  on  some  bushes  to  dry,  when  a 
monstratious  great  he-alligator  having  scented  it,  came  on  a 
ranting  gallop  out  of  the  water,  seized  it,  and  made  off  with  it. 
As  several  of  my  dogs  were  near,  my  wife  set  them  on  him, 
and  catching  up  a  big  club,  cut  out  after  him.  The  dogs  by 
biting  hold  of  his  hind  legs  soon  brought  him  to  bay.  I  had 
just  started  on  a  coon  hunt,  but  hearing  the  music  of  the  dogs 
and  wife,  I  started  down  the  hill  to  where  they  were,  and  saw 
the  tussle.  I  got  a  blizzard  at  the  deuced  varmint,  but  the  ball 
flew  of  his  cursed  hide  as  if  I  had  shot  at  a  rock.  So  I  run 
down  and  jumped  on  to  the  varmints  back  near  his  head,  so  as 
to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  his  tail,  and  stuck  my  knife  into  his 
eye,  he  thrashed  about  his  agony  most  ridiculous.  At  length 
we  mastered  the  critter,  ar:d  I  was  enabled  to  cut  his  throat. 
He  had  swallowed  the  petticoat,  and  such  is  the  roughness  of 
these  critters  palates,  that  when  I  got  it  out  of  him  the  hair  was 
all  off  of  it. 
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Two  hunters,  accompanied  by  two 
dogo,  went  out  in  quest  of  game  near 
the  Katskill  mountains.  At  the  fool 
of  a  large  hill,  they  agreed  to  go  round 
it  in  opposite  directions,  and  when 
either  discharged  his  rifle  the  other 
was  to  hasten  towards  him  to  aid  in 
securing  the  game.  Soon  after  part- 
ing, the  report  of  a  rifle  was  heard  by 
one  of  them,  who,  hastening  towards 
the  spot,  after  some  search,  f^und 
nothing  but  the  dog  dreadfully  lacera- 
ted and  dead.  He  now  became  much 
alarmed  for  the  fate  of  his  companion, 
and  while  anxiously  looking  around, 
was  horror  struck  by  the  harsh  growl 
of  a  cougar,  which  he  perceived  on 
large  limb  of  a  tree,  crouching  upon 
the  body  of  his  friend  and  apparently 
meditatmg  an  attack  on  himself.  In- 
stantly he  levelled  his  rifle  at  the 
beast,  wliich  was  so  fortunate  as  to 
wound  it  mortally,  when  it  fell  to  the 
ground  along  with  the  body  of  hi.- 
slaughtered  companion.  His  dog  then 
rushed  upon  t,he  wounc'ed  cougar, 
which,  with  one  blow  of  its  paw  laid 
the  poor  animal  dead  by  its  side.  The 
surviving  hunter  now  left  the  spot, 
and  quickly  returned  with  several 
other  persons,  when  they  foimd  the 
lifeless  cougar  extended  near  the  df"  d 
bodies  of  the  hunter  and  the  faithful 


A  friend  was  one  d'^y  standing  at  the  door  of  a  tavern  in  Kentucky, 
and  whistling  an  air  to  himself.  A  fellow  with  his  hair  in  an  eel-skin 
coming  past,  cried,  "I  say,  mister, . you  whistle  very  well  I  recon,  do 
it  again."     My  friend  good  natiu'edly  complied.     ''Come,"  said  he  of 

of  the  pigtail 
insolently,  tr\ 
it  again."  "I'il 
try  and  sla| 
your  chops,' 
"slap  chops! ' 
cried  Kentuck. 
and  sprang  int( 
the  middle  of 
the  road.  **^-l! 
I'm  your  mai 
for  a  fair  fight, 
or  rough  andj. 
tumble  i "  ard 
clapping        hi.« 

I  des  with  his  elbows,  and  crowing  defiance  like  a  cock,  he  swore  he 
VAS  a  regular  snorter,  half-horse,  half-alligator,  and  a  bit  of  the  snapping 
nrtle.  and  cared  for  no  man. 


1830.      DECEMBER,  TWELFTH  MONTH.      [31  days. 


Around  the  flowing'  hearth  at  ni[^ht|„ 
The  harmless  laug-h  aod  winter  tate 

Go  round,  while  parting  friends  delig-ht 
To  toast  each  other  o'er  their  aie. 
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ASTRONOMICAL  CALCULATIOiNS. 

Days.     °  '    Days.     ° 

13  23  12      19     j23  27  2o  i23  24 

14  23  15      20      23  23  26  123  22 

15  23  19      21      23  m  27  [23  20 

16  23  21      22      23  28  28  |23   17 

17  23  23      23      23  27  29  23  14 

18  23  25      24      23  26  30  123  10 


Dys. 

O    f 

Days. 

o   / 

21  53 

22  40 

2 

22   2 

8 

22  47 

3 

22  10 

9 

22  53 

4 

22  18 

10 

22  58 

5 

22  26 

11 

23   3 

6 

22  33 

12 

23   8 

MOON'S  PHASES. 
Full  MooH,  22d  day,  7h.  31m.  A. 
LastQuarter,  30th  d.  11  h.  9   m.  A 


MOON'S  PHASES. 
Last  Quarter,  Is't  day,   5h.  28m.  M. 
New  Moon,  8th  day,  8h.  16m.  M. 
First  Quarter^  14th  day,  11  h.  8  m.  A. 


I       Sun 
prises,  sets. 


Sun 
fast. 


Moon  I  Moon 
I  south,     sets. 


High  I      Aspects, 
water.  |  Weather,  ^c. 


1  Thursday 
2|Friday 
3  Saturday 
4JsUNDATr 

5  Monday 
Tuesday 
W^ednesday 
Thursday 

9j  Friday 
lOj  Saturday 

l2  Monday 
l3iT«esday 
l4j  Wednesday 
iSjThursday 
If)  Friday 


17 

18 

19 

•20 

21 

•22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

2^ 

29 

30 

31 


m.lh. 

264 
274 


m.    m.      8. 

34  10  37 
3310  14 


294 
304 


Saturday 

SUNDAY 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 


30 

31 

3i 

32 

324 

324 

334 

334 

334 

334 

334 

334 

334 

334 

334 

334 

33'4 

334 


33 
32 
31 
31 
30 
30 
29 
29 
28 
28 
28 
^7 
27 
27 
27 
27 
27 
27 
27 
27 
27 
27 


27 
27 
^7 
.27 
27 
28 
7  32l4  28 


334 
334 
334 
334 

7  324 


9  50 
9  26 
9  1 
8  35 
8  9 
7  43 
7  16 
6  48 
6  20 
5  52 
5  23 
4  55 
4  25 
3  56 
3  27 
2  57 
2  27 
1  57 
1  27 
0  58 
fast23 
slow  2 

0  32 

1  2 

1  32 

2  1 
2  30 

2  59 

3  28 


h.        m. 

6  21 

7  4 

7  46 

8  30 

9  17 

10  8 

11  4 
aft.    6 

1  12 

2  19 

3  22 

4  22 

5  16 


h;       m. 

Morn. 

0  22 

1  27 

2  33 

3  42 

4  58 
6  19 

Sets. 

5  28 

6  42 

8  0 

9  22 
10  40 


aft.  44 


6     311  54 

6  48  Morn. 


7  31 

8  14 

9  0 
9  42 

10  2?> 

11  18 
Morn. 

0  8 
0  58 
X  47 

2  36 

3  22 

4  5 

4  47 

5  28 


1  3 

2  10 

3  14 

4  22 

5  22 

6  24 
Rises. 

4  53 

5  47 

6  52 

7  54 

8  56 

9  58 
11  2 
Morn 


6  100 


4  41 

5  39 

6  44 


30 
21 
16 
12 
16 


6  20 

7  26 

8  29 

9  14 
9  57 

10 
11 


Very  fine 

weather  for 

21  stationary 
^IZ  D 
d>? 
7*s  south. 
5  Perigee. 
a  few  days, 

5  Apogee. 

hut  prohably 
Sup   ri  ^  O 
Low  Tides 


another 
6  D  7*s, 
storm 
32  before  the 
12  7*ssou.9.37 


11  48 
Morn. 

0  25 

1  5 


High  Tides 
D  Apoge  . 

ChristmasD. 
6^21 

^stationary 
O  Perigee. 

SS.year  closes. 

28Low  Tides. 
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A  terrible  Fight  nith  a  Bear  in  a  8ink  Hole 
on  the  Grand  Prairie  of  Arkan§aw. 

Up  the  Arkansaw  river  a  hunter,  one  day  while  in  pursuit  of 
a  deer,  fell  into  one  of  those  deep,  funnel-shaped  pits,  formed 
on  the  prairies  by  the  settling  of  the  waters  after  heavy  rains, 
and  known  by  the  name  of  sink-holes.  To  his  great  horror, 
he  came  in  contact,  at  the  bottom,  viith  a  huge  grizzly  bear. 
The  monster  grappled  him ;  a  deadly  contest  ensued,  in  which 
ihe  poor  hunter  was  severely  torn,  and  bitten,  and  had  a  leg 
nnd  an  arm  broken,  but  succeeded  in  killing  his  rugged  foe 
For  several  days  he  remained  at  the  bottom  of  the  pit,  too  much 
crippled  to  move,  and  subsisting  on  the  raw  flesh  of  the  bear, 
during  which  lime  he  kept  his  wounds  open,  that  they  might 
heal  gradually  and  effectually.  He  vi^as  at  length  enabled  Vo 
scramble  to  tlie  top  cf  the  pit,  and  so  out  upon  the  open  prai- 
rie. With  great  difficulty  he  crawled  to  a  ravine,  formed  by  a 
stream,  then  nearly  dry.  Here  he  took  a  delicious  draught  uf 
water,  which  infused  new  life  into  him  ;  then  dragging  himself 
along,  from  pool  to  pool,  he  supported  himself  by  small  fish 
and  frogs. 

One  day  ke  saw  a  wolf  hunt  down  and  kill  a  deer  in  the 
neighboring  prairie.  He  immediately  crawled  forth  from  the 
ravine,  drove  off  the  wolf,  and  lying  down  beside  the  carcass 
of  the  deer,  remained  there  until  he  had  made  several  hearty 
meals,  by  which  his  strength  was  much  recruited. 

Returning  to  the  ravine,  he  pursued  the  course  of  the  brook, 
until  it  grew  to  be  a  considerable  stream.  Down  this  he  float- 
ed, until  he  came  to  where  it  emptied  into  the  Mississippi. 
Just  at  the  mouth  of  the  stream,  he  found  a  forked  tree,  whicl 
he  launched  with  some  difficulty,  and  getting  astride  of  it,  com- 
mitted himself  to  the  current  ot  the  mighty  river,  in  this  way 
he  floated  along  until  he  arrived  opposite  the  fort  of  Council 
Blufl^s.  Fortunately  he  arrived  there  in  the  day  time,  other 
wise  he  mJght  have  floated  unnoticed,  past  this  solitary  post,  and 
perished  in  tl)e  idle  waste  of  waters.  Being  descried  from  the 
fort,  a  canoe  was  sent  to  his  relief,  and  he  was  brought  to  shore 
more  dead  than  alive,  where  he  soon  recovered  from  his  wounds, 
but  remained  maimed  for  life. 


A  Meceipt  ior  the  Cholera. 

Eat  two  cucumbers,  dressed  or  raw,  as  you  prefer :  then  take  a 
quart  of  blackberries,  four  green  corn,  four  young  potatoes  mashed 
a  lobster  or  a  crab,  some  ice  water,  and  wash  the  whole  down  with 
a  quart  of  buttermilk,  and  you  will  shortly  have  a  touch  of  the  real 
thinc'. 
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